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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of each of the references 
listed on Form PTO-1449 are attached. 

In compliance with the concise explanation requirement under 37 CFR § 1.98(a)(3) for 
foreign language documents, References AA through AD are discussed at pages 1 and 2 of the present 
specification. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office may, in the first 
instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. 1.104(a) and 
1.106(b) concerning the PTO duty to consider and use any such information. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and 
that these references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any 
patent to issue therefrom. 



March 6, 2002 



Date 



Respectfully submitted, 



Kevin C. Brown 
Reg. No. 32,402 



KCB/eav 



BURR & BROWN 

P.O. Box 7068 

Syracuse, NY 13261-7068 



Customer No.: 025191 
Telephone:(3 1 5) 233-8300 
Facsimile:(315) 233-8320 







Complete if Known 


PT) 




US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Application Number 




.OCT 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Filing Date 








First Named Inventor 


Nobuhide KATO 








Art Unit 




-U 

T"» 




fuse as ma/jy s/iee/.y as necessary) 


Examiner Name 






Confirmation No. 




Sheet 1 1 l 0 f i 


Attorney Docket No. 


789J)78 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 







Document Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 


Abstract 




AA 


63-38154 A 


2/18/1988 


JP 












AB 


64-39545 A 


2/9/1989 


JP 








✓ 




AC 


1-277751 A 


11/8/1989 


JP 








✓ 




AD 


2-1543 A 


1/5/1990 


JP 








✓ 
















✓ 



OTHER DOCUMENTS 
(Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages etc.) 




Examiner: 

Date Considered: 



in 



